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COMSTOCK BUILDING
1887 - 1966

                                                                                                                                   

17 Courthouse Avenue

Built 1886-1887. In 1936, Brockville's first funeral home, Scott Funeral Home opened in this building. The Chapel, which held
up to 100 people, was offered free of charge with the funeral. Torn down in 1966, to make way for Toronto-Dominion bank
parking

OUTSIDE INFORMATION
The 'Cornstock' Building, built on land owned by Billa Flint and then I assume inherited in 1852 by his daughter, Josephine Flint
who married WH Comstock. Should maybe research that and where the seed money came from for that business.... I have
always assumed the money to restart his business came from her inheritance and Billa Flint Sr's Fortune. Takes money to make
money and Comstock did just that! I have a couple decorative sandstone pieces of this incredible historical building.
Curt Wheeler: Brockville Museum Facebook

In 1864 William H. Comstock left the family business in New York City to start his own patent medicine company here in
Brockville. In 1886 he contracted local architect O.E. Liston to design his company’s Canadian headquarters, and in 1887 the
“Comstock Building” on Court House Avenue opened, housing, among other things, a factory producing W.H. Comstock Co.
Ltd signature product, “Dr. Morse’s Indian Root Pills”.

His son from his second marriage, also named W.H. Comstock, took over the family business following the death of the senior
Comstock in 1919. In 1929, he had the distinction of making Brockville’s first trans-Atlantic telephone call, calling the W.H.
Comstock Co. Ltd office in London, England.
Brockville Museum

William Henry Comstock (August 1, 1830 – March 9, 1919) was an American/Canadian businessman and politician. Born in
Batavia, New York, Comstock was educated in Flushing, New York, and on leaving school started work as a clerk. He started his
business in 1854, William H. Comstock Company, Ltd., which sold patent medicine including Dr. Morse's Indian Root Pills,
Dead Shot Pellets and McKenzus Dead Shot Worm Candy. He was a town councillor and mayor of Brockville, Ontario. He
twice ran unsuccessfully as the Liberal candidate for the House of Commons of Canada for the riding of Brockville in the 1882
and 1887 elections, before being elected in an 1899 by-election resulting from the death of the sitting MP, John Fisher Wood. He
did not run in 1900.
Wikipedia: William Henry Comstock

Wikipedia: Dr. Morse's Indian Root Pills

Gutenberg: Comstock Business
Dr. Morse Root Pills Australia

THE PRODUCTS

 

ROCKCLIFFE
c1880 ? - 1959
185 King St. E.

- 185 King St. East, stone house
The House was 66 King St. E. under the pre-1900 numbering system. The house was torn down in 1959 as the home had fell into disrepair and become a
tax burden.

"'The Josephine & William H. COMSTOCK House' 185 King St. E. (now demolished) The building was probablly built to the designs of Brockville
Architect, Owen E. LISTON. William Henry Comstock, Sr. (1830-1919) was a Patent Medicine Manufacturer in Morristown, NY & Brockville, the
Mayor of Brockville 1880-1882, and the MP for Brockville in 1889."
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