
      B' CENTRAL GO 4 ROCK

EASTON BLOCK
c1840 ?

                                                                                                                                   

188 - 194 King St. West
154 - 158 King St. West (1884)

3 Storefronts

DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1884-1885: Frank Hannon, produce (194*); S.J. Easton, restaurant (190*); c (186*)
1886/1887: Frank Hannon, produce (194*); James Alexander (190*);; Bass & Fell, grocery (186*)
1890: J.W. Easton, baker (194*), Frank Hannon, produce (190*), T.R. Haig, flour & feed (186*)
1896: J.W. Easton, baker (194*), Frank Hannon, produce (190*), A.E. Cameron, flour & feed (186*)
1900: J.W. Easton, baker (194*), J. Curtin, pianos (190*), A.E. Cameron, flour & feed (186) (186*)
1910/1913: Mrs. A. Easton (194), J. Curtin, music director (190), A.E. Cameron, flour & feed (186)
1915/1929: Mrs. M.A. Easton, confectionary (194), Roy Francis, barber (190), H.T. Murray, flour & grist mill (186)
1931/1933: Mrs. M.A. Easton, confectionary (194), Roy Francis, barber (190), G.D. Atkinson & Sons, flour & grist mill (186)
1935/1937: Mrs. M.A. Easton, confectionary (194), P. Rousselle, barber (190), A.W. Tyo, shoe repair (186)
1941/1943: Mrs. M.A. Easton, confectionary (194), H.E. Knapp, barber (190), Peter Manoll Shoe Repair (186)
1946: Mrs. M.A. Easton, confectionary (194), West End Barbershop & Beauty Shop (190), A.W. Tyo, shoe repair (186)
1949/1952: Mrs. M.A. Easton, confectionary (194), West End Barbershop & Beauty Shop (190), Brockville Shoe Shine & Repair (186)
1954/1956: Easton's Lunch (194), West End Barbershop & Beauty Shop (190), Brockville Shoe Shine & Repair (186)
1960/1966: Easton's Lunch (194), West End Barbershop & Beauty Shop (190), D.A. Tyo Shoe Repair (186)
1967: Easton's Lunch (194), ?? (190), Hutt's Shoe Repair (186)
1968: Aurea's Smoke Shop (194), H. Knapp, barber (190), Seaboard Financila Co. (186)
1971: vacant (194), H. Knapp, barber (190), McAllister Real Estate / Avco Financial Serv. (186)
1973: Gill's Travel Bureau (194), Apollo Men's Hair Styling (190), McAllister Real Estate / Avco Financial Serv. (186)
1976: Gill's Travel Bureau (194), Apollo Guy's & Gal's (190), Avco Financial Serv. (186)
1978: Gill's Travel Bureau (194), vacant (190), Avco Financial Serv. (186)
1980: Gill's Travel Bureau (194), no return (190), vacant (186)
1982/1984: Gill's Travel Bureau (194), vacant/no return (190), H & R Block (186)
1986: Gill's Travel Bureau (194), Geisha Girl Collectables (190), H & R Block (186)
1988: Gill's Travel Bureau (194), Elite Natural Foods (190), H & R Block (186)
1990: vacant (194), Elite Natural Foods (190), H & R Block (186)
1992: no return (194), The Lollipop Tree (190), H & R Block (186)
1995: QJ Johnny, appliances (194), vacant (190), H & R Block (186)
1997: vacant (194), The Fish Doctor (190), H & R Block (186)
2000: Revol Nails (194), Second Beginnings (190), Old Towne General Store & Soda Shoppe (186)
2007: Revol Nails (194), Second Beginnings (190), Bridal Haven Rose's Creations (186)
2009: Freeze Frame digital studio (194), Second Beginnings (190), Bridal Haven Rose's Creations (186)
2012: Senior Locksmith (194), Second Beginnings (190), Soulfire Tattoo Studio (186)
2013/2014: Senior Locksmith (194), vacant (190), Chumleigh's, used video, dvd (186)
2015: vacant (194), Closet Consignment (190), Chumleigh's, used video, dvd (186)
2018: vacant (194), Uniquely Creative (190), Chumleigh's, used video, dvd (186)
2019: Sheila's Bombshell Vintage (194), vacant (190), Chumleigh's, used video, dvd (186)
2022: Me * Baas (194), Crazy Cowboy's, used music gear (190), Thousand Islands Billiards & Arcade (186)
2023/2024+: Me * Baas / Mom's Attic (194), Crazy Cowboy's, used music gear (190), vacant (186)

The red brick around the windows in the western section was probably a future renovation done in the late 1800s. It probably looked the same as the eastern section when built.
Looking closely, there is no seam in the stone between the two sections. As with most of the sectional blocks on King St., they got split and had different owners in later years.
Burnbrae Farms owns this building along with the stone building beside it. The address of #188 is the tunnel leading to the back.

Seymour G. Easton was listed as a baker (sometimes grocer) at 42 & 44 Main St. as far back as 1871. He was listed as a grocer in 1882. It is unclear at this point if he was in
this building or another one. However, he was listed as living on the second floor of this building, presumably retired, in 1886/87. At this time S.D. Easton (living on Ann St.)
is listed as a confectioner, but seems to be working for someone else as nothing shows him in business for himself.

No Easton listed in baker or grocery in 1884. S. Easton living on 2nd floor, 1886. James W. Easton, baker, lived in the Easton block.

Mrs. Easton had a lunchroom and residence down the street in the building by Chase St. at the turn of the century. When J.W. Easton's bakery closed (retired or passed?), she
moved down to his spot in the Easton block. Probably both were relatives. After the 1967 fire, Easton's Lunch did not re-open. This ended a century of Easton business here,
over the years, bakery and lunch. Mrs. G. Easton is shown (1968) as living upstairs in the building and as still the owner.

Frank Hannon had a produce store in the building since at least 1884 or earlier. Hannon lived at what is now 120 Ormond St. He closed around 1898.

James Alexander was a produce merchant in this building, roughly existing from 1886 to 1888. He lived in what is now 19 Havelock St. This is quite far away, in the days of
horse and carriage, as most merchants lived in the same building or within walking distance.

Bishop & Bass had a flour & feed store pre-1984. Nothing is known about Bishop, but George H Bass lived upstairs over the store. With Bishop's departure, it was replaced
with Bass & Fell grocery. S.J. Fell also lived over the store on the third floor.

T.R. Haig opened his flour & feed store around 1888. It didn't last long as A.E. Cameron took it over about 1893. He was probably a son of Allan Cameron, who had a
grocery store a few doors down the street. Cameron lived over top the store. Next was H.T. Murray who took it over in 1914, and also had the grist mill. Adding on to this, he
operated a Hupmobile dealership on the premesis. G.D. Atkinson & Sons took over around 1930. It moved a few doors down to #182 about 1934.

Jeremiah Curtin (#190) opened his piano store and music dealership arounnd 1898. Curtin lived at 396 King St. W. He closed up about 1914.

About 1914, Roy Francis (#190) opened his barbershop at #190. P. Rousselle took it over in 1934, with H.E. Knapp acquiring it about 1940. Knapp expanded it into the West
End Barbershop & Beauty Shop about 1944. Harlow E. Knapp lived with is wife Rita B. at 64 Chaffey St. This continued until around 1967, when it was scaled back to just
H.E. Knapp's barbershop. About 1972, Apollo Men's Hair Styling, run by Claude E Arnelotte, took over this spot. They expanded to both sexes, becoming Apollo Guy's &
Gal's three years later. Apollo moved to Perth St. about 1977. In laater years, it transformed into Apollo Hair Restoration. Their information stated "Laser micro hair
transplants, non-surgical, hair prosthetics for men, women and children, medical supplies, free consultation." Apollo's moving ended over 6 decades of hair care at this location.

A.W. Tyo (#186), shoe repair (#186) opened about 1934. Around 1940, it was replaced by Peter Manoll's shoe repair. This lasted to about 1945, with A.W. Tyo returning as
owner. Tyo;s departure and return directly coincide with WWII, indicating he probably left for military service. By 1949, Manoll returned, setting up the Brockville Shoe
Shine & Repair. Manoll lived with his wife Jean in Glen Buell, north of Brockville on Highway 29. D.A. Tyo Shoe Repair replaced Manoll's about 1958 lasting until about
1967. The flip-flopping between the Tyo family and Manoll lasted over three decades.

Gill's Travel Bureau (#194) was owned by Byron Gill from c1972 to c1989

Irene Thompson's Geisha Girl Collectables (#190) opened about 1985, but only lasted a couple of years.

Elite Natural Foods (#190) was opened by Margot Green around 1987 and closed about 1991.

Q J Johnny's (#194) was a household appliance store opened about 1993 by John Van Dinh. It closed after a couple of years.

The Lollipop Tree (#190) was opened about 1991 by Julie McDonald-Jordan, but only lasted a couple of years.

The Fish Doctor (#190) opened its doors about 1996, having 'fish aquariums & supplies'. Its owner was Gary Boulton and was gone by the turn of the century. With its name, I
had visions of bringing my sick goldfish in for a full examination by a fish doctor and perhaps getting a recommendation for surgery if needed!

Second Beginnings (#190) was a second hand store featuring maternity and children's used clothing. Ms Kim Dixon opened it in 1999, and it survived to about 2012. After a
couple of years a similar store, Closet Consignment occupied this spot briefly, opening March 2015 and closing May 2016. Their information stated "Everything from infant,
children to men's and Ladies." The owner closed to return to her full-time career.

Soulfire Tattoo Studio (#186) opening in Brockville in 2005, it was at this location from about c2011 to c3013. It was associated with True Artists, an organization claiming to
be the "largest Association of Certified Tattoo Artists in the world." They state, "True Artists is the world's premiere destination for tattoo culture and lifestyle"

Uniquely Creative (#190) seems to have originated in the 1000 Islands Mall, but existed briefly at this location beginning about 2016. Its information stated, "To showcase
and share the amazing talents of very creative people. And to raise funds for those who are in need. This season we were able to help out the food bank." Started by Christine
Rogerson, it moved after a couple of years to 92 King St. W.

Chumleigh's (#186), a used video, dvd store, was part of a regional chain that opened in August 2013. The chain involved stores in Kingston, Belleville and Peterborough. The
Brockville store closed on December 24th 2021, with the other three remaining open.

Sheilas Bombshell Vintage (#194), opened briefly at #190 in c2018 before moving next door to #194. They were described by TripAdvisor as "Vintage clothing store carrying
men’s and women’s true vintage from 1920s to 1990’s plus retro clothing and household items." The store closed c2022.

Crazy Cowboy's Music World (#190) was opened in Sep. 2019 by Mike Shaver. The Grand Opening did not take place until July 24, 2021, probably put off by the pandemic.
They advertise "Music Equipment: buy, sell, rent, consignment, lay away plans, lessons, in store repairs".

Thousand Islands Billiards & Arcade (#186) opened in October 2022, but closed early 2023. It re-opened later in the year, across the street, at #186 King St. W.

Me * Baas (#194), was opened in 2020 by Debra Meadus. The business name is the first two letters of her name and 'Business Administrative Assistance Services'. In Sept.
2023, an acquaintance dropped off some used stuff and asked if she could sell it. This led to collecting other stuff to sell, evolving into a second business, a consignment shop
(while continuing the original). This has been named Mom's Attic. "Re-Home, Re-Use, Re-Newed" (613-349-0017)

OTHER VIEWS

The building from above; The metal wall on the east side of the room at #194 (inside Me * Baas / Mom's Attic), which probably dates back to the early Easton period of not even earlier.

THE 1967 FIRE

A major fire that took place in the Easton Block took place late on March 19, 1967, causing over $300,000 in damages. The fire started in the attic over a third floor apartment above Hutt's
show repair shop. It quickly raced through a false ceiling, that ran the entire width of the block, in the attic. The three-foot space made the flames spread quickly. Two firemen were injured,
but recovered quickly. No cause was found. Fifty people lost their homes in the upstairs apartments, with most uninsured. The ground floor business's suffered major water damage.
Easton's Lunch, which had been open for around 85 years in some form, never re-opened. Neither did Hutt's Shoe Repair, which only recently opened, replacing Tyo's Shoe Repair. The
buildings were repaired in the months after the fire. (Photo's from the Recorder & Times and the fire dept.)

STOREFRONTS

Hutt's Shoe Repair; Bridal Haven Rose's Creations; Soulfire Tattoo; Freeze Frame; Second Beginnings; Closet Consignment; Uniquely Creative;
Senior Locksmith; Cumleigh's Video; Sheila's Bombshell Vintage; Crazy Cowboy's;

ADVERTISING

A.E. Cameron, flour & feed (1913); H.T. Murrey Hupmobile Dealership, 1927; Chumleigh's 2014;
Sheilas Bombshell Vintage, 2022;
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