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BLACK-EARLE HOUSE
c1863 to 2022

                                                                                                                                   

8, 10 Market St. W.
: .

8, 10 Market St. W.:

The first photo is from c1870, 2nd c1913, 3rd c1967, 4th, mine, 2005.

DIRECTORY LISTINGS::

1863: David Black {blacksmith}
1884: Lawrence Black {boiler manufacturer}, listed as 22 Market Square, unsure if Black's the only occupant.
1886: Miss E. Church (8*), Lawrence Black {boiler maker} (10*)
1890: Charles Morgan [laborer] (8*), Lawrence Black {boiler maker} (10*) ... [Joseph Truesdale boarding house...in middle]
1895: Mrs. Almira Beecham {widow of Frederik} (8*), vacant (10*)
1899: John F. McCaw [grocer] (8*), Lawrence Black {boiler maker} (10*)
1910/1919: John F. McCaw [grocer] (8), Charles J. Reilly [no occupation] (10)
1923/1925: Katie Lehigh (8), Charles J. O'Reilly (10)
1929/1937: Katie Lehigh (8), Wilfred B. Earl (10)
1940/1949: Wilfred B. Earl (8), H.E. Boyd (10)
1951: Wilfred B. Earle, Donald B. Earle (8), H.E. Boyd (10)
1953: Wilfred B. Earle (2), Allan R. Davies (8), Donald B. Earle (10)
1956: Wilfred B. Earle, Kenneth Price (8), Donald B. Earle (10)
1961: Edward Dawson, George Gonegowski (8), Donald B. Earle (10)
1963/1971: Edward Dawson, Mrs. Helen Earle (8), Donald B. Earle (10)
1973/1976: Mrs. Helen Earle (8), Donald B. Earle (10)
1978: (No Return) (8), Donald B. Earle (10)
1980: J. Earle (8), D. Earle (10)
1982: J. Earle, R. Meunier (8), D. Earle (10)
1984: J. Earle, G. Earle (8), D. Earle (10)
1986: J. Earle, W. Earle, R.Munier (8), D. Earle (10)
1988/1990: J. Earle, J. Freeman (8), D. Earle (10)
1992/1996: J. Earle, W. Earle (8), D. Earle (10)
2000/2002: J. Earle, Earle's Dial Dial A Delivery Service (8), (No Return) (10)
2004: (nothing) (8), Brockville Tourism Office (10)
2006: V. Earle (8), Brockville Tourism Office (10)

Wilfred B. Earle: pressman for Recorder Printing
Donald B. Earle: assistant Manager of Brewers Retail store.
Allan R. Davies: clerk for Phillips Electric

Prior to living at the Market St. house, David Black may have lived on Water St or just had his business there. He was registered
as a blacksmith, at Water in business directories of 1851, 1857-1858 and of 1862-1863. This may or may not have been the
house later occupied by eldest son William in the 1880's, or even just his business address. From the directories, it seems that
David Black was gone by 1884 and the house passed to second son Lawrence. The Black house may have been a larger single
dwelling under David, and divided under Lawrence.

Lovell's Business and Professional Directory for 1882 lists Black Bros. (Lawrence and William), "engine and boiler
mamifacturers". This business was down the street on Water, towards Broad St. Lawrence was David's second son. William
Black, boiler maker, was David Black's eldest son. By 1884 he lived at "rear 85 Water" (old numbering system), across the road
from Market Sq.. No mention of David Black. This buisness was still here in the 1903 Ontario Business Directory.

Black & Co. does not appear in the 1906 Ontario commercial year book and gazetteer (or 1911 Vernon's directory). By 1911
Lawrence Black does not appear in Vernon's directory at all. William Black, machinist, is showing living at 98 Pearl St. W.

Interesting that the right side occupied by Lawrence was vacant in 1895, but Lawrence was back in the 1899 directory. Did he
move away briefly and come back? Also interesting, grocer John McCaw, who seems to be an original tenent in the brick house
behind moved over to the Black house by the end of the century. The Black's were here from c1863 until the early 1890's.
Different members of the Earle (sometimes misspelled as Earl) were at the residence from the late 1920's until well into the
2000's.

OUTSIDE INFORMATION
: *** 'David Black' was a 49 year old Blacksmith, a native of Scotland, in 1863. -- He was established in his profession in
Brockville, when he purchased the corner lot at the bottom of West Market Square, on 11 April 1863, from 'Henrietta & John
Martin' for $600.
-- His business and home was located somewhere else, before that.
-- He had a large double house built on the street corner facing the Brockville Farmers’ Market and built his new blacksmith
shop at the rear.
– According to the 1861 Brockville Census, he had 3 employees, 2 of which are mentioned in the census, both from Ireland, 20-
year-old John Moffatt and 22-year-old Terrance Riley.
-- David Black’s Irish-born wife, ‘Susanna (Glass) Black’, was counted in the census as were their 4 children, William (17 years
old), Lawrence (15), Susanna (9), and Elizabeth (7).
-- Mrs. Black’s father, ‘Lawrence Glass’, was also part of their household and was a working Cooper, with 2 employees.
-- In 1861, they were all living in a 11/2-storey frame home, somewhere else.
-- A big family who required accommodation. Thus, the need for a larger new house.
> (Doug Grant Facebook Historic Brockville)

*** Lands acquired by the City of Brockville at the north-west corner of Water St. W. & West Market St.***
– Some people will be wondering when the City of Brockville became the owner of the 2 buildings at the north-west corner of
West Market St. & Water St. W.
– On May 18th 1990, the City became the owner of #10 W. Market St. (the north part) from Mildred & Donald EARLE. No
purchase price was disclosed.
– A City By-Law #111-90 to close the sale was registered 13 days later by City Council.
– On February 15th 1991, the City purchased #8 W. Market St. (the south part) from Valerie & Jack EARLE. Again, no purchase
price was disclosed.
– A City By-Law #29-91 to finalize the sale was registered by City Council the same day.
(Doug Grant Facebook Historic Brockville)

BLACK-EARLE HOUSE
PROPOSAL

Bob Runciman put together and headed the 1863 Committee and put together a proposal to save the property, including future
uses. One use was a welcome centre and commercial space. One outside proposal by IN Engineering, above, was submitted but
neither the Runciman committee nor the city council liked it.

--->

HILLIARD / McCAW HOUSE
1889 to 2022

6-8 WATER ST INFO
Photo's are mine, 2005.

DIRECTORY LISTINGS::

1895: Leonard Hilliard [cheesemaker] (6*), John McCaw (8*)
1899: Mrs. Leonard Hilliard (6*), John Cook (8*)
1911: John Champagne (6), John Cook (8)
1913: John Champagne (6), John Cook, W.J. Nute & Sons, machinists (8)
1919: Mrs. J. Matheson (6), John Cook, W.J. Nute & Sons, machinists (8)
1925/1929: vacant (6), John Cook (8)
1935/1943: T.G. Waghorn (6), John Cook (8)
1945: Mrs. M. Kimber, B. Clarence (6), John Cook (8)
1949: Mrs. M. Kimber, George Flanigan (6), John Cook (8)
1954: Joseph Tarbet (6), Mrs. Carolyn Cook, Morley Reynolds (8)
1956: Joseph Tarbet (6), Mrs. Carolyn Cook, George Boyd (8)
1960: James Chambers (6), Miss Carolyn Cook (8)
1963: Lloyd Tetlock (4), James Chambers (6), Miss C. Cook (8)
1966: Norman C. Taylor (4), James Chambers (6), Miss C. Cook (8)
1969: Mrs. S. Labelle (4), vacant (6), Robert Runciman (8)
1978/1980: J. Earle (4), Tailor's Original, G Kapetonsi (6), Robert Runciman ( as G. Runciman 1978) (8)
1982: K. Anderson (4), Tailor's Original, G Kapetonsi (6), [vacant] (8)
1984: [no return] (4), Tailor's Original, G Kapetonsi (6), [vacant] (8)
1986: M. Smith (4), Tailor's Original, G Kapetonsi (6), F. Smithwick (8)
1988: W. Earle (4), Tailor's Original, G Kapetonsi (6), W. Love (8)
1990/1992: W. Earle (4), Tailor's Original, G Kapetonsi (6), K. Bullock (8)
1996: (no return) (4), Tailor's Original, G Kapetonsi (6), P. Haggart (8)
2000/2002: (no return) (4), Tailor's Original, G Kapetonsi (6), D. Darling (8)
2004: (no return) (4), (no return) (6), S. Foss, W. Earle (8)
2006: (no return) (4), G Kapetonsi (6), S. Foss, W. Earle (8)

John McCaw: engineer at the Ontario Glove Works
Thomas G. Wayhorn: Town Milk, Food & Sanitary Inspector
John Cook: plumber at Ontario Hospital (wife/Carolyn Cook)

This duplex was built in 1889 by John Culbert (wife, Charlotte) [information from an 1889 applicition for a sewer connection].
Culbert (1847 – 1915) at the time lived at 16 William St. He was a merchant (groceries and provisions, corner of King and
Home), Brockville mayor (1893 -1896), Conservative member of the House of Commons of Canada (1900 to 1904).
(Wikipedia)

Hilliard & McCaw are the earliest occupants I have tracked so far, being there in the mid 1890's. As mentioned above, grocer
John McCaw moved over to the Black house by the end of the century. I would have thought that this house would have been
the better one, being new. The Black house was a half century old. G. Runciman in 1978 I assume is Bob Runciman.

This building was acquired by the City of Brockville for $85.000 in 1993.

OUTSIDE INFORMATION
– The ownership of the Double Brick House at 6-8 Water St W., around the corner, was transferred from Kenneth R. BULLOCK
to the City on December 16th 1993 for $85,000. Ken Bullock had owned it since 1986.
– A City By-Law #223-93 was registered on the same day to confirm this purchase.
(Doug Grant Facebook Historic Brockville)

My brother and wife lived at 6 Water until they advised him of the new plaza development proposal, so he had to find another
place. Nothing ever came of that. My husband (Bryne) actually helped renovate the home before Richard moved into it. While
living upstairs he ran Freeze Frame from the bottom area transferring old vhs videos, slides , old reels and beta etc to dvd,
(which he still does from his home office in the north end through Compusilv ) Ironically our dad started a little business selling
used music cassettes / records maybe books etc from there many many years before that. Prior to that it was a tailor shop. So we
have lots of memories in the building.
(Annie Francois Facebook Historic Brockville)

The house at 6 Water St West had a fire in 1993. The interior was gutted and rebuilt, so the interior should be in great condition.
(Efstathio Kapetsonis Facebook Historic Brockville)

BOB RUNCIMAN (municipal councillor/MPP/Senator)
Runciman lived at 8 Water Street while serving on city council, moving to the address adjacent to what was then the Recorder
and Times parking lot in his early 20s. He raised his children in the old house, living there for some 16 years. More recently, he
joined a local group that mounted a campaign in the previous decade to save the Market Street West structure. On Thursday, he
said it is ironic that city council is now struggling to address a housing crisis, when the structures on Water and Market streets
could have been rehabilitated to accommodate housing. “They let those buildings deteriorate,” said Runciman. “It’s a head-
scratcher.”
(Recorder and Times, May 12, 2022)

Robert Runciman Bio, Wikipedia

WATER ST. PREVIOUS
BUILDING

Prior to the Hilliard/McCaw house, there was another building before it, assuming it was a house. It appeared on the 1874
drawing map and was a one floor (perhaps half story above) small building, with back exetension, front having two windows
with a door in the middle. It seems to have disappeared long before the new brick house was built as there was nothing showing
in this spot in mid-1880's directories.

1946 INSURANCE MAP OF TWO
HOUSES

2022 DEMOLITION

The brick house was demolished in mid-November 2022, after a vote from city council who owned the buildings. The Black-
Earle house stood alone, it's 'brother' behind now gone. Another 3 weeks or so would go by as a problem arose when lead was
found in the paint and had to be removed.

On December 13, 2022, the Black-Earle house came down. At 169 years old, it lived longer than you, or I will ever see. It will
initially be replaced by a parking lot, then if long term plans follow through, a large mixed-use commercial complex.
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